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Bath Time

SING TO THE TUNE OF “HERE WE
GO ROUND THE MULBERRY BUSH”
AS YOU BATHE YOUR BABY:
“GOD HAS GIVEN A SON TO US, SON
TO US, SON TO US. GOD HAS GIVEN
A SON TO US. HAPPY BIRTHDAY,
JESUS!” REPEAT.

¢

Story Focus:
GOD GAVE US JESUS
BECAUSE HE LOVES US.
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Week Four: Luke 2
HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS!

GOD GAVE US JESUS
BECAUSE HE LOVES US.
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It's no Secret tHat. Christmas can be one of the ‘most stressful timés of the yeawp. S
And the tensior is that Ig Christmas Eve. all the ‘how to avoid stress’ tips from the - A -
'I‘ve-got-cve?ythmg-.tog her-why-don‘'t-you people seem t9.0 little too late: 2 .
. Start your shopping early. (Too late) . e voe et e . ’
.. « Eat in moderation. (Yqu've already pigged out’) o . % . °
« Spend less. (You tried. Really tried) = ° . .
. «Don't say ‘yes’.to every.fgmily gathering. (But’how could yoy s»"a}; ‘ne’?)

I'could go on, but it Wouldn't be helW”u]. The truth is there is always seme

stress associated with the holidays. Which is incredibly good news. Especially
- given that its Christmas..The stress you're feeling (or the grief, or the

emptiness) is exactly Why Christmas.arrived in the first placé. '.
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Jesus arrived on the planet not because we had it all together, but because "
we didnt, desus didn't come,for Us because we were exceptionally. well ~ -\ @ —
\ N

orgahized and on budget. Jesus didi't come into a world where families ¢

were perfectly behaved. . , - N = 1 An \.mpeﬁec\ -
Hé came into a world that desperately needed GRACE.  ° o . ristmas SEPS
What if your imperfect Christmas i'sy actually afront row seat to ‘grace? ‘\ ch , .,
.0 o . .0 “RIK 1 by Carey Nieuwhof
Grace is a much misynderstood concept. It's never earned. It's not desérved. o s e e e e o

Because if it were, it wouldn't be grace. Graee is simply undeserved love. Love
that.came t0 you not gecause Gyou've got it oh-5o-togethen, byt because yoéu don't.
That’s Christmas. That’s the Gospel. | : ’ -
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And if you look hard enough, it's actually in the tension this Christmas .
‘whereyou might see grace the most elearly:At dinner with that terribly -
- awkward relative..Grace never discriminates. Grace is favor that is® °
unmerited, and your favor can be too. When the kids expect too much.
In the same way that you get frustrated with the expectations of ycur
kids, God must at times get £fustrated with the expectations we brirg
. to him. Yet his love remains.When you see someone in need. Jesus was
‘. born jn a feeding trQugh, and the announcement of his birth went to
common shepherds. ° " R ‘ .
. .
God has & heart fof Hjs%geople: In your exhaustiQn. Grace comes when we need. it most.. W
and it never runs out. The surprise of Ghristmas is this’ It speaks to us-ift our weakness even
more than it speaks to us in our strength. And because of your imperfect €hristmas, .
you might have a front row sea.t to see what Christmas is actuglly all apout. o y
. . . A 3 . |



